The Southern Hognose Snake was proposed for federal listing as a Threatened species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) in August 2025. However, no regulatory protections will take effect until the listing is finalized, the timeline for listing is unknown and not expected in 2026. Until that time, proposed species are not afforded formal ESA protections. Nonetheless, federal action agencies must ensure their activities do not jeopardize the continued existence of the species. Agencies may also initiate consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to obtain a conference opinion. If and when the listing is finalized, and upon the agency’s request, the USFWS may adopt the conference opinion as a biological opinion—provided no new significant information has become available and no substantial changes to the proposed action have occurred.
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